
THE ANTHROPOLOGIST
International Journal of Contemporary and Applied Studies of Man

ISSN 0972-0073

© Kamla-Raj 2012 Anthropologist, 14(2):  199-207 (2012)

Exploring the Relationship between Learners’ Aggressive
Behaviour and Disrupted Family Life

Velisiwe Gasa

University of South Africa,  Pretoria, Gauteng Province, South Africa, UNISA 0003
E-mail: gasavg@unisa.ac.za

KEYWORDS Antisocial Behaviour. Aggressiveness. Disruptive Parenting

ABSTRACT This paper debates the assumption that the disrupted family life contributes to aggressive behaviour exhibited by
learners. The literature review showed that some aspects of the disrupted family life contribute to aggressive behaviour in
learners. A small-scale research study was conducted in the Free State province of South Africa to explore whether the framework
and findings taken from the literature on learners’ aggressive behaviour are applicable in the context of South Africa. The data
indicated that negativity in some families potentially results in learners’ aggressive behaviour. The paper recommends intervention
strategies that target learners and family members in order to reduce learners’ aggressive behaviour. The inclusive intervention
programmes outlined in the article are essential for reducing the negative effects on individuals, in the schools and in the family
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